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A Research on the place name in Chinese characters of Subway Hangul name
Kang, Kyong-Koo

Seoul Metro has set up a principle of liberal translation on naming its stations that it will
use thematic role in naming stations in Korean to reveal the origin of the place name and
is abiding by the principle. Busan Humetro also applies the same principle. In the view that
it can complement the broad principle of transliteration, the thematic role can be fully
considered and used in parallel as well. Especially, when thematic role is used, the place
name in Chinese characters should be considered first. Furthermore, accurate understanding
on the origin of the place name should be sought.

However, when looking at closely, there are mistakes in many cases, such as that, the
existing Chinese character place names are not considered in thematic role, or the origin of
place names are misunderstood, or Chinese characters are wrongly applied.

In case of transliteration, there is no independent standard on writing Chinese characters
for Korean pronunciation. Therefore, a definite implementation scheme which fully reflects ©
Template(FXFHER) ;should be sought. Particularly, It should be considered that the
common noun at the rear should be thematically translated or its original pronunciation be
written as is. In common nouns at the rear which reveal the natural topography, there are
many cases that the common nouns at the rear have lost the topographic informativity.
Therefore, it would be appropriate to do transliteration for the whole place name in case
the common noun at the rear does not contain the information of the relevant region.
However, looking at the actual translation examples, the place names containing the old
topographical information were thematically translated uniformly, for example, LtZ(ferry)—i&
O, Cl2|(bridge)—#8, AM(side riven—iT, LH(stream)—JIl, Z(pond)—ith, etc. In the cases that
the station name contains the needed information, for example, %2 (Catholic church
pond)—E2&th in Daegu Subway, the thematic role is necessary, however, it should be noted
that there is a possibility of conveying unnecessary information, like, O{2|L}Z(Yeouinaru)—&
&REO.

In contrast to this, for the cases of public offices or institutions, it is basically necessary to
transfer into corresponding offices or institutions in China. Presently, it is written literally as
A &(city hall)—m/T or &(borough office)—=XJT, but a way to change this to TEHT, or
XEF should be considered. It would also be proper to write Z4Z&&(Public Prosecutors’
Office) to #Z2Ft, rather than #AZZT. In cases that the Chinese character writings are not
commonly used, like HFFTE, It would be also appropraite to try to find words which are
commonly used, like BIFF/AKIE rather than writing as T&. However, for the institutions
like E&INES, which does not exist in China, should be treated as exceptions. It would be
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awkward to translate it into ARKXSE overly. Because their roles are completely different
each other.

On the other hand, in case of writing an English word place name into Chinese, it is
necessary to judge whether it is a common noun or a proper noun. If it is a common
noun, thematic role would be appropriate, and if it is a proper noun, transliteration should
be done. The most problematic cases are when Chinese characters are written together
while the English word place names are not translated; Centum City and Renecite Station
fall under this category. For Centum City, translated words such as {E or L&, which
have transliteration and thematic role together, could be suggested, and for Renecite,
transliterations such as BAFE#E or HAIFESF could be suggested.

In translating Chinese words, it is particularly important to have uniformity whether it is
by transliteration or by thematic role. For the case of H{AE{O|Y(bus terminal), it would be
embarrasing to write differently, like, BEXEiTlE;, SERZLTUL, ZTih, etc It is necessary to
unify into one expression of, for example, JRZZjzZik, or something else. Sometimes 72|
(three way intersection) is written differently as =20 and TZFE&MO, and this should also
be unified. Besides, there are cases where the possibility of transliteration was suggested,
like, Z(valley)>&“R, 17l(pass)—>&4A, HER|(rock)—EfR, or L{(inside)—=A. In these cases
where the common nouns at the rear appear frequently, it seems necessary to form a
consensus to unify the transliteration.
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