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A study on Wei Yuan's recognition of the world on case of Haiguotuzhi

Kim, Tae-Man

In the 19 century, the Western naval powers including England overwhelmingly rushed to
China since their earlier aggression to India and the other parts of Asia. The English
merchants armed with naval forces illicitly sold opium to China to regain its trade balance
from the Chinese market. Consequently, China rapidly went to be drawn into the world
economic system which was leaded by England and this unstable shift of China caused the
collapse of the Qing dynasty at last.

Then Wei Yuan, the patriotic intellectual of the late Qing, believed that the reason of the
invasion of the Western powers is due to their needs of trade with China and then
developed his idea of the benefits from the trade between China and the West could be
shared in the mutually beneficial and equal international trade.

However, Wei Yuan felt that his belief would be realized only in the condition of China's
possession of unbending force to that of the West. Therefore, He developed his idea of
China would need to equip with strong defense abilities, well trained armed forces and
armaments to protect itself from the West and he also came to realize the necessity of
learning from the West which would be able to do so only after getting over from China's
superior understanding to the West.

This is the idea of the 'Yi-xia concept(38E5% the concept of differentiation of Non-Han
and Han Chinese)' which had sprouted from 'the studies on Jingshi(#&tt& the studies on
practical aims of political and social guidance)' and later the Yi-xia developed into his
philosophical thoughts.

Wei Yuan insisted that China should learn from the West but maintaining its sense of
being superior to it. These thoughts became Wei Yuan's motivation of writing the book,
'Haiguotuzhi(BEEE Illustrated Treatise of Maritime Nations)', in which he insisted to learn
from the West so as to protect China from outer threats.

From the understanding of Wei Yuan's patriotism to China with his idea of 'Yi-xia concept’
and his academic tendency of the New Text school($3#&E%K), we can find the early
concept of nowadays Chinese dream connected with the idea of the modernization
movement of China.
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