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A study of grammaticalization of ‘3’
Baek, Ji-Hun

25 is multifunctional in the modern Chinese language. It mainly functions as a
noun, a conjunction or a discourse mark. This article considers the categories of
'“53"s functions as a result of grammaticalization and tries to examine them from
the view of grammaticalization theories. The research was focused on the changes
in two different levels - syntactic and semantic, and the conclusions drawn are as
below;

Firstly, at a syntactic level, the grammaticalization of 'Z5%' is a process of
decategorization. The process that ‘4% changes from a noun which is a main
category to a conjunction and to a discourse mark which are minor categories, can
be described as a process of obtaining syntactic independence (non-dependency).
This study also investigates the changes of syntactic circumstances. It presents a
transitional stage from a noun ‘&% to a conjunction ‘5%, and explains that a
reanalysis mechanism has worked during this process.

Secondly, the grammaticalization of ‘454 is observed at a semantic level. The
changes of meaning of a word in grammaticalization is important since it is the
starting point of grammaticalization, and it operates the process as well. First, the
meaning of the noun ‘25 as a root word had generalized and then it provided
the possibility of functional extending to a conjunction and a discourse mark.
These three functions might be seen different mutually at the first glance, but they
are sharing the semantic feature of [+final status] on the basis of a persistence
principal even though the meaning of ‘454 is generalized.
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