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Key -lV—Vo_rds oo Journey to the West battle with gods, Buddhistic interpretation,
Sun Wukong, Three marks of existence

A Buddhistic interpretation of Sun Wukong's battle with gods
Kang, Kyong-Koo

Journey to the West is a novel that described a journey toward sublimation of mind,
where distinct Buddhistic symbol and message are found. Journey to the West takes
Master Monk Xuanzang's sermon journey as the motif of the novel creation. Due to
this, it is understood that the story of each chapter and subject consciousness have a
close affinity with Buddhistic practice of the site. Particularly, Dharmalaksana and Prajna
belong to the consistent subject consciousness that leads the whole story of Joumney to
the West Besides, practices of various Chinese Buddhism are taken as the content,
accordingly, Journey to the West is necessary to melt various Buddhistic ideologies in
literary figure and be understood as the united site. However, due to the excellent
achievement of literary embodiment, Buddhistic subject consciousness seemed to be
concealed. Study on Buddhistic subject consciousness on Journey to the West
proceeded considering this point is not rare in domestic and overseas, and the
researcher also proceeded consideration related to this.

Image of Sun Wukong also shows a consistent Buddhistic message in respect of the
birth, Taoist art learning, battle with gods, and the role in journey to the West etc.
The overall journey from Demon to saints takes the route of Dharmalaksana’s Turn to
wisdom, adventure story of each chapter aims for the realization of the subject
consciousness of realization of Emptiness. In this context, when considering the image
and role of Sun Wukong, more abundant and consistent understanding to Journey to
the West can be attained.

This research intended to view the battle between Sun Wukong and gods as the
obsession of the self and the efforts for the settlement and investigate the significance.
When surveying beforehand, battle between Sun Wukong and gods begins from the
obsession of the self, reveals feebleness of the efforts to suppress and control it, then
suggests the way of observation as the solution. That begins the denial of the essence
of life, i.e. Impermanence « pain - anatman, defined as Three marks of existence of
Buddhism, continues to the observation of that obsession, then concludes as the
discovery of siege of the self. Above all, this research begins discussion by investigating
the way the denial of current state of life appears.
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