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Study of Avalokitesvara in Journey to the West
Suh, Jung-Hee

This paper first examines the meaning implied in the name of Avalokitesvara and
its divine status. The paper then derives the characteristics of Avalokitesvara by
investigating the image of Avalokitesvara which appeared in Journey to the West
and further investigates the role and the meaning of Avalokitesvara.

From the analysis of the image of Avalokitesvara, it is found that she is a
character that infuses liveliness to the novel by being recreated as a humanized,
worldly, popularized form through the process of artistic work, not as a Buddhist
god who is serious and has a solemn image.

Looking at the role and the meaning of Avalokitesvara, it is found that she
organizes a group of individuals who travel to obtain Buddhist scriptures, tests the
group to help them to realize the true meaning of obtaining the scriptures, and
solves their problems when they are in crisis. The intention of such efforts by
Avalokitesvara is to enhance their state of mind by guiding them to the realm of
enlightenment. In other words, her role is to help them to realize the core
teaching of Kong (Emptiness) and to obtain eternal freedom by becoming a
harmonious enlightened being.

It is also found that Avalokitesvara, who guides the group to the great liberation
and freedom by enlightening them, not only leads the story of Journey to the
West but also is a main character who influences significantly the construction of
theme.

In conclusion, applying the analytical psychology of Karl Jung experimentally, it is
shown that what kind of meaning the mind journey of Sun Wukong and his
company implies on our state of mind and what role Avalokitesvara is playing.
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