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‘Woman's hair’ in Ancient East Asian Literature

Lee, Kyung-Mi

In this article, we analyzed the meaning of the women’s hair in ancient Korean,
Chinese, and Japanese classical literature by dividing them into modern meaning
and transcendental meaning, and also examined the women's view reflected in
them. Because Confucian ethics took long hair, unharmed and not cut in any body
part from parents was seen as the starting point of Hyo(#), and on the
perception that 'youth is beauty’, she regarded women with long, rich black,
well-organized hair as beautiful women and conformed to feudal order. To the
opposite, women's short, stiff, or missing, unorganized hair is considered as ugly,
and sometimes it is extended to define women's inner character. This hair not only
served as a standard of modern beauty that separates the beauty and ugliness of
women, but also transcendentally as a part of their own alter ego or soul, and as
a result of being cut off to the image of love and faith by cutting to their lovers,
as a deadly temptation toward men, as a negative incarnation of desire and desire
to bring defilement to women The polymorphism of these women's hair can be
seen in various forms through ideological, cultural and soil differences of the three
countries of Korea, China and Japan.
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