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Homophonic Words, Language Variation, Code-Swiching, Cognitive Lin
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guistic, Conceptual Blending Theory

Mo

Study of the Cognitive Process of Chinese Homophonic Words
Jung, Eun

This study began with the curiosity about the cognitive process concerning how
homophonic words are produced and understood. First, in terms of the form and s
tructure of the language, this study considered Chinese homophonic words the real
ization of intra-sentential code-switching and examined their types, dividing them i
nto replacement type and variation type according to the embedded language. Co
de-switching of homophonic words is realized in the boundaries of various categori
es, such as the phoneme, morpheme, word, phrase, and sentence between Chinese
mandarin vocabularies, between mandarin and dialect, between Chinese and English
or between Chinese and number. According to the aspect, this study investigated t
hem, dividing the replacement type into misspelled word, homonymous constructio
n, dialect, number replacement and English replacement and the variation type into
reduction type and imitation type.

Moreover, with a conceptual blending theory in cognitive linguistics as the groun
d of interpretation, this study analyzed the cognitive process of the production and
understanding of homophonic words, focusing on “#F(baiju)-E(beiju), Hf(haig
un)-#gH(haigun)’ and ‘BC-F1¥i(baicht),” centering around of the examples introduced
in the above classification of the types. In general, it was noted that the phenome
non of homophonic words went through the cognitive process as follows: “Detectio
n of homophonic words — Association mediated by the similarity of pronunciation
— Extraction of the original character — Construction of conceptual influences — ¢
onnection of the conceptual influences through cross-space mapping — Formation
of a blended space through projection — Emphasis of an emergent structure throu
gh a conceptual blending process — Production and understanding of homophonic
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