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Feudalism of Desire and Cannibalism Shown in the Movie Raise the Red Lantern
: Focusing on the Comparison with the Novel Wives and Concubines
Park, Min-Soo

This study attempted the genre-based comparison as for the figuration of
feudalism(patriarchal system), which appears in Raise the Red Lantern and the
novel Wives and Concubines. Largely in two aspects, this study considered on
the figuration of feudalism that is indicated in the movie Raise the Red Lantern
and the novel Wives and Concubines, namely, on ‘the feudalism of desire and
cannibalism,” ‘the main agent of resistance and desire.

In ‘the feudalism of desire and cannibalism, first, the symbol of a red lantern
was analyzed. A red light has the twofold meaning in the movie. The red lantern
is the repressive power of Qian zuogian, and the symbol of feudalism. And as
for a woman, it represents a desire of winning the love of the power. Second, it
considered what expresses the desire and the murder of feudalism by using
colors of red and blue. Red color is clearly showing the vertical relationship of
power through sex. On the other hand, blue color can be mentioned to
symbolize the feudalism of killing that punishes a woman who resists power
without mercy. This is also the point that clarifies the part of having the most
artistic value in Zhang Yimou's movie.

In ‘the main agent of resistance and desire, it analyzed which influence the
transformation of a character has upon the narration focusing on Songlian and
Yaner. Songlian resists feudalism. Yaner has a desire. But both of them
correspond to a victim of feudalism as well.
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