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Woman's Clothes In Ancient East Asian Literature

Lee Kyung-Mi

This paper analyzes the images of women's clothes in the classical literature of
Korea, China and Japan and examines how people viewed women in that era.
Through detailed descriptions of clothes on the basis of their beauty standards,
all three countries gave birth to the idea of beauty by women who pursued
harmony with nature. These descriptions also stood for women's social position
and status. Sometimes, their clothes metaphorically represented women
themselves to their beloved ones and their personality traits. These clothes also
symbolized another version of these female figures, as if they were supernatural
beings. However, for a moment, clothes became a symbol of freedom for women
who were not satisfied with changing clothes and chose their own clothes, and
these challenges were sublimated as a liberation from the male-centered feudal
society to determine women's clothes. In spite of the patriarchal nature of
ancient East Asian society, highly restricting how women dressed, the clothes of
women in literature were elegantly and colorfully portrayed with descriptions,
metaphors and symbols. Ultimately, this way of depicting clothes addressed the
central idea that what they wore could truly define who they were.

M XA+ | 0]&0| / FHi%E / Lee Kyung-Mi

>
ne

=AY B 12| 2022.02.20. | A AR Y | 2022.02.24. | AIMEHY

2022.03.11.

0




