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Chinese Migrants Recorded in Foreign Traveling Notes
: in the Case of Zhigang and Ligui
Kim Kyeong-Hye

This study is an analysis of overseas Chinese between Japan and the United
States at the end of the 19th century, which appeared in Zhigang and Ligui's
traveling notes. As Chinese immigration became legal from 1860, the number of
Chinese entering overseas increased. Officials dispatched abroad conveyed the
situation of discrimination and abuse experienced by Chinese migrants to the
Qing government, which discussed the dispatch of overseas consuls and the
establishment of overseas legation in earnest.

Zigang published a book called “Chinese envoy’s first mission to the West'
about his experience with the United States and Europe as a Chinese
representative of the Burling Games mission in1868. Li gui published “A New
Record of Travelling Around the Farth® based on his experience as a
representative of China at the 1878 Philadelphia Fair. They suggested setting up
diplomatic and counsular mission.

Records of the difficult situation of overseas Chinese in Japan and the United
States that they witnessed became important data for the Qing government's
policy to protect overseas Chinese.
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