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On the Writing Strategy of Xuhongloumeng
Cho Min-Woo

This article delves into the intricacies of the sequel Xuhongloumeng, which
emerged around 1799 amid negative evaluations such as being deemed
“preposterous” or attributed to “mid-lower class” writers. Despite these criticisms,
the sequel's content has received scant attention. To shed new light on the
novel's significance, this article employs M. Bakhtin's theory of “grotesque
realism” as a powerful lens. By unraveling the captivating web of
Xuhongloumeng's “grotesque” narrative, it seeks to explore its unique ability to
“purify” chi-qing(%El#) while simultaneously depicting the multi-faceted layers of
class, morality, and religion that characterized the Qing dynasty. Rather than
being confined to the stereotypes of “mid-lower class” preferences, the vulgar
scenes within the sequel are revealed as carefully constructed settings,
showcasing the author's mastery of fantastic realism. Ultimately, Xuhongloumeng
emerges with a distinct thematic essence from its predecessor, Hongloumeng,
offering readers an alternative reading method that celebrates the profound
significance of chi-qing(%El%) at all societal levels.
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