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< Abstract >
Interpretation on Y7 (22):
Literal Archaeological Interpretation of the Myth of Human Birth

Ha, Youngsam

In the Chu characters of the Warring States period, the structure of the
word #2. which is composed of Yu(#) and Neng(ff), is very clear, but its
structural rationale, original meaning, specific meaning, pronunciation, etc.
have not been completely deciphered. In particular, why it is commonly used
with the word — has not been thoroughly analyzed. This paper
comprehensively analyzes this word and draws the following conclusions.

First, ‘22 should be regarded as a variant relationship with the same sound
and meaning as —, especially &, and should not be regarded as a borrowed word
for —'. Its structure is the phonological structure of “from the feather to the
sound (EFIREER)", which is differentiated from the ¢ plus the ¥ symbol.

Second, the reason for the creation of the word ‘Zg can be found from the big
character & of . Just as the character ~— reflects the myth of the birth of
human beings of ‘gourd born man’, ‘22" also reflects the myth of human birth of
‘bear born man’. This tradition and traces can be proved in various ways in the
anthropological data, archaeological data and documentary records of various
ethnic groups in various places. In addition, the lineage of the King of Chu
contains the tradition of the bear character and the origin of the Ying(#i)
surname of the Qin(%) state, which is also related to the bear totem.

Third, express the prototype consciousness of “gourd begets people” in the
shape of one(&) character, making — (&) not only the number ‘one’, but the root
of all things, generating the vitality of all things , can reach the highest status
of "Tao(i&)", which is equivalent to "The One” in the West. For the same reason,
‘A2 also acquires the same meaning.

Fourth, these mythological consciousnesses are not only manifested in the
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worship of “gourd” and “bear’, but also related to the relics of the Shang Dynasty
Yin Ruins related to the “bird” totem, the new relics from Sanxingdui in Sichuan,
and the worship of grains in the rock paintings of General Cliffs in Lianyungang,
Jiangsu, etc. Totems of other ethnic groups in the region.

Fifth, this kind of proof can be called the “Four-proof Evidence Method’, which
is proved by mutual verification of philological materials, mythological
anthropological materials, archaeological materials, and philological materials.
Therefore, this research method can be called “Chinese character archaeology .
Through the empirical study of ‘82, this paper ensures another rationale of the

theory and improves the feasibility of the research method.

Key Words: yi'22, vi(3), mneng (88, totem, Four-proof Evidence Method,

Chinese character archeology
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