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A Comparative Study of Semantic Expansion for Chinese ‘', Korean ‘&’

Shin Geun-Young

This paper aims to compare and contrast how the character 'F, which refers
to the hand as a part of the body, is semantically extended and used in various
ways in Chinese and Korean. In Chinese, 'F' referring to the hand as a part of
the body is used to mean ‘a person with a certain function or skill’, ‘a means’, ‘a
helping hand’, etc. In Korean, it represents ‘a person who works’, ‘the effort or
strength used in doing something, ‘the extent of someone’s influence’, ‘a
person's trickery’, etc. We can see that the semantic extension of ‘F' and ‘&'
(hand) in both languages is similar, as in ‘FAWE, '&0] EFSICH (not enough
hands). However, as noted, the aspects of semantic extension differ between the
two languages. In this paper, ‘F' and ‘&' are contrastively analyzed through the
methods of semantic feature and semantic map research.

The analysis results showed that the meanings of the Chinese character ‘F
and the Korean ‘#=(hand)’ do not directly correspond in certain aspects.
Specifically, the meanings ‘written by hand or directly’ and ‘small and easy to
hold' in Chinese 'F' correspond to the Sino-Korean reading '4=(F)". However, the
meaning of ‘to have’ when 'F' is used as a verb in Chinese does not
correspond directly to the Korean '&(hand)’, nor to the Sino-Korean '4=(F)". This
is because in Korean, both the native word ‘&' and the Sino-Korean '4(F)' are
not used as verbs.

A | A2/ L / Shin Geun-Young

oMol E 712l | 20231110, | A AF 2 | 2023.12.10. | AIKHE

oz
e

2023.12.19.




