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Lu Xun's “An Epitaph’GEER&30)
: The Self Portrait of the Tenacious Man Who Destroys Himself
Kim Un-Ha

One aspect overlooked in existing studies on Lu Xun's "An Epitaph™ (Zh&30) is
the insufficient attention given to the literary and aesthetic characteristics of
prose poetry. Lu Xun's thoughts possess qualities that are not systematic and
logical concepts but rather can only be expressed in artistic and poetic forms. In
this sense, it can be said that summarizing Lu Xun's thoughts with the term
'poeticized philosophy’ is possible. While this poeticized philosophy is not a
common trend in the history of Eastern and Western philosophy, it has
nevertheless consistently existed.

The term ‘poeticized philosophy’ refers to the high-level integration between
poetry and thought, form and concept. Thought that can only be expressed
through poetry, and poetry that cannot exist without thought, such unique
relation provides a remarkable experience that textual analysis of artistic and
aesthetic features directly correlates with interpretation of philosophical and
ideological meanings. In this sense, this paper aims to offer a new solution to
problems that have been overlooked or difficult to interpret in previous studies
on "An Epitaph’ by paying close attention to the intimate connection between
art and thought. Therefore, the task of this paper is to highly integrate textual
analysis and philosophical interpretation of “An Epitaph’.
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