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Analysis of South Korean Media Discourse and Issues Regarding China
During the COVID-19 Period
Lee Ga-Young

This research conducted text mining analysis on news coverage related to
China in six major South Korean newspapers, including Chosun llbo, Dong-a llbo,
Hankyoreh, Kyunghyang Shinmun, Hankook Ilbo, and Yonhap News, from
December 2019 when COVID-19 emerged to August 2023 when there were
adjustments in the classification of COVID-19 as an infectious disease. The
analysis included examining major keywords, keyword combination analysis, issue
analysis, and sentiment lexicon analysis. Based on these analyses, this study aims
to investigate the key issues prominently covered by South Korean media in
relation to China and the perspectives of the South Korean media on these
issues.

This paper seeks answers to the following questions: 1. During the COVID-19
period (from December 3, 2019, to August 23, 2023), what were the key issues
that South Korean media focused on in relation to China? 2. For each of the
specified time periods, how did South Korean media construct discourse
regarding China in the context of COVID-19? 3. After the emergence of
COVID-19, what perspective did South Korean media adopt when looking at
China, and what was the image of China portrayed in the media? 4. Is there a
correlation between domestic media coverage of China and the prevalence of
anti-China sentiments in South Korea?
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