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A Study on the Merchant's View of Richness Influenced
by the Trend of Jingshizhiyong Thought
: Based on Ming and Qing Dynasties
Kim Mi-Lang * Im Jin-Ho

China has traditionally been a class society with strict divisions between
'scholar, farmer, artisan and merchant. The merchant class who engaged in
commerce was in a low social status position. However, this strict social class
underwent a major change thanks to the development of commerce in the Ming
Dynasty and the rise of the trend of Jingshizhiyong. As a result, the merchants,
who had been in a position of expanding their scope from a merely supporting
role in society, later clearly revealed their role by newly establishing their own
identity through various social participation. In particular, since the mid-Ming
Dynasty, changes in perception of wealth have been widely accepted in Chinese
society as social changes and interests at that time have coincided, leading to
the emergence of a new class of status. Therefore, at the same time as the
status of merchants rose in society as a whole, it was an opportunity to break
away from the traditional idea of looking at the rich in the past and change
new perceptions. In addition, as the perception of commerce has changed
significantly, social functions have also attracted attention, and the status of
merchants has risen.
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