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The Cultural and Historical Approach of the Blind Eel(Z5&01)
Na Do-Won

'BEO|" is a word-initial glottalization phenomenon in which ‘FEO" s
pronounced as ‘B 0{" in the Gyeongsang-do dialect. The official name for ‘&%
O is "HEO|. 'H' is a pure Korean word meaning ‘black’, and 'HZ0{" is named
after its degenerated eyes and the way it looks for food with its whisker-like
antennae. The phenomenon of 'E&0!" being pronounced as 'H&0{" is called
word-initial glottalization. Since word-initial glottalization is located before the
syllable, the influence of external factors is greater than that of phonological
influences. From the perspective of the signifié of "HEO, 'HEO' and 'HHO
are the same signifier.

However, as Roland Barthes said, each signifier has different connotative
meanings attached to social, cultural, and political beliefs and values. Therefore,
this paper seeks to argue that 'G&E0!" is a signifier with a different connotation
from 'S&0|" by approaching the history and social background of food for ‘&%
0" from a cultural history perspective.

People started eating ‘=H&0{" in the modern era, and it started mainly in
Busan and Gyeongsangnam-do and became known throughout the country. The
skin of the 'Z&0|" was useful, but the meat was discarded. During the Japanese
colonial period, starving Koreans survived by eating discarded meat of 'Z&0]".

During the Korean War, hungry refugees who fled to Busan ate it.

Throughout the history of Korea, there were times when the skin of '"B&0{’
was useful, and there were times when the meat was useful. The 'H&0{" is alive
and writhing. It continues to wriggle until it is completely cooked over the fire.

'T/E0]" shows its own resistance over fire. ‘'&&0" was the food of the rough
and rugged common people of Busan. When people in Busan eat '&&0{, they
are eating the identity of '&H&0{"

One identity that runs through these characteristics is ‘resistance’.
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